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David L Nieland

Subject: Graduate Student Opportunities in Biological Oceanography-Phytoplankton Ecology, 
Univ. of Louisiana Lafayette

The Stauffer Lab in the Department of Biology at UL Lafayette (www.staufferlab.weebly.com) is seeking highly motivated 
Ph.D. or M.S. (thesis track) applicants for the Fall 2016 semester. We have a graduate assistantship available through 
Louisiana Sea Grant on a project investigating abiotic and biotic controls of phytoplankton communities in the coastal 
bays of southern Louisiana. This project will utilize both laboratory experiments and field work. There are also several 
fellowship opportunities for well-qualified applicants to the Ph.D. program.  
 
Qualifications (Ph.D.): A Masters degree in a related field is preferred, but well-qualified graduates with a B.S. and 
research experience will also be considered.  
 
Qualifications (M.S.): An undergraduate degree in biology, marine sciences, or oceanography, and some research 
experience. 
 
The UL Lafayette campus is located in the heart of Acadiana - a rich cultural area known for its excellent food, music, 
festivals and quality of life. The Biology Department consists of approximately 30 faculty members, over 70 students 
currently pursuing graduate degrees, and several postdoctoral research associates. The Biology Department is actively 
growing with new faculty hires in the last two years and three expected this year. We are actively engaged in research 
and education as part of one of the largest biology programs located on the Gulf Coast. 
 
If you are interested in pursuing graduate studies in the Stauffer Lab, please email Dr. Beth Stauffer 
(stauffer@louisiana.edu) a single pdf containing your CV and a cover letter with your research interests and experience, a 
brief summary of accomplishments (educational background, GPA, GRE scores), and contact information for three 
professional references. Qualified candidates will be contacted directly by Dr.  
Stauffer and encouraged to submit a full application to the graduate program. The preferred deadline for graduate 
applications is 1 Feb 2016.  
More information on the application process and fellowship opportunities can be found on the Biology Department's 
website (www.biology.louisiana.edu). 


